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REPORT ON THE SINKING FUND. The Sinking Fund of the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens 


Philadelphi March 1st, 1234, to March 1st 
Annual Report of the Finance Committee on the State of = eiphia, from . » 


the Sinking Fund. DR. 
Mr. Lippincott, Chairman. 1834. 
To the Select and Common Council: — July 16 To investment in City Loan, 
‘ ‘ , under Ordinance of March 13, 
The Finance Committee, in pursuance of an Ordi- 1834, $30,900 00 


nance of Councils, passed April 14, 1824, submit the 
following report of the transactions relative to the 
Sinking Fund, for the year ending Ist March 1835, and 
have annexed thereto che accounts of the City Treasur- 1835. 
er, showing the receipts and payments during the year, | Feb’y 21 To cash paid first instalment 


To premium on said loan, at 74 
per cent, 2,317 50 








together with a list of the stocks belonging to the on 75 shares of the Philadel- 
Sinking Fund; and also an account of the different phia Steam Tow Boat Com- 
loans made to the Corporation, showing the periods pany, 750 00 
when they severally become due; and in order to ex- 28 To Balance, 41,551 30 
lain the operation of the Fund more fully, submit the ———_—_——_ 
ollowing concise statement thereuf :— 75,518 80 
Balance at credit uninvested on the Ist — 
March 1834, $18,862 35 March 11th, 1835. 
Received annual appropriation of Coun- 
cils, agreeably to Ordinances, 25,000 00 CR. 
Received interest and dividends on stocks 1834. 
held by the Sinking Fund, 19,122 80 | sarch 1 By balance, 18,862 35 
Received for premium on $100,090 00, May 1 By quarterly appropriation, 6,250 00 
loaned to the Corporation on July, July 1 By 6 months’ interest on 
1834, 6,021 50 | $236,600 City 5 per cents, 5,915 00 


Received for premium on $60,000 00, 


By 6 months’ int t 
loaned to the Corporation in January, y s’ interest on 


$2,900 City 6 per cents, 87 00 








1835, ; 5,475 00; 16 By cash, premium on loan of 
Received iaterest on money loaned to the | $60,000, 3,036 00 
Corporation, 1,037 15 By cash, premium on Loan of 
$75,518 80 | $30,900 2,317 50 
ae 23 By cash, premium on loan of 
Amount invested in City loan | £9,100, 668 00 
under Ordinance March 13, 24 By cash, 6 months’ dividend 
1854, $30,900 00 on Schuylkill Permanent 
ore on said loan, ‘ 2,317 50 Bridge, - 157 60 
P rst instalment on 75 t 2 h, 6 ths’ i : 
shares of the Philadelphia ae BY $66,891 56 State § pie 
Steam Tow Boat Company, 750 00 cents, 1,672 29 
Balance uninvested, 41,551 30 By quarterly appropriation, 6,250 00 





ot natal 28 By cash, 6 months’ dividend 

The Committee would observe, that the sum of a eee Navigation 
$41,551 SO, the balance of said account, herewith sub- & a re tock, 1,125 090 
mitted, they contemplate investing at an early day. violet y quarterly appropriation, 6,250 00 


The Committee, in closing this report, renew the 1835. é 
expression of their approbation in the advantages aris- | Jan’y.1 By 6 months’ interest on 











ing from the Sinking Fund as at present established, $267,500 City 5 per cents, 

considering it the best plan of paying the City debt deducting 15 days? interest 
as it falls due, without resorting to loans for that pur- on $30,900, 6,624 01 

pose. By 6 months’ interest on 
All of which is respectfully submitted, $2,900 City 6 per cent, 87 00 

‘ JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, 10 By cash, premium on loan of 
HENRY J. WILLIAMS, $55,000, 5,012 50 

THOMAS DUNLAP, 13. By cash, premium on loan of 


LAWRENCE LEWIS, ,000, 462 50 
foc aie JOSEPH R. oo Feb’y. 2 By quarterly appropriation, 6,250 00 
OL. : 


“Whe 
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February 4 By cash, 6 months’ dividend on Schuylkill Permanent Bridge, 157 60 
13. By cash, 6 months’ dividend on Schuylkill Navigation Company Stock, 1,625 00 

14 By cash, 6 months’ interest on $66,891 56 State 5 per cents, 1,672 30 

28 By interest on money used by the Corporation for city purposes, 1,037 15 

75,518 80 









By Balance, ° 41,551 30 


Errors Excepted. 






CORNELIUS STEVENSON, 
City Treasurer. 


An Account of the different Loans to the nn pinnae -— Citizens of Philadelphia, showing their respective 
eir becoming due, and arinual interest thereon.- 





amoun!s, the period of t 





1,800,500 00 
470,100 00 

















At 5_per cent. per annum, 
At 6 “ ‘ 











Total Interest, 








3 c ¥ 3 
= £ 2 . | 
s+ es 2s 2 ~ 
ae a8 £8 es 
ts = Ss . When payable, S$ s : Total Interest. 
ve Ye a o 
c= ee Ew» e= 
59 20 Dw 5 
oc ° oes So w 
E E & Es 
< < < < 
Dollars. C. Dollars. C. Dollars. C. |Dollars. C. Dollars. C. 
26,400 00 January 1, 1838 1320 00 1320 00 
10,000 00 ” 1839 500 00 500 00 
290,100 00 « 1840 17,406 00 17,406 00 
10,000 00 July 1, 1840 600 00 600 00 
91,900 00 January 1, 1840 4595 09 4595 00 
33,500 00 = 1843 1675 00 1675 00 
50,000 00 July 1, 1845 3000 00 3000 00 
26,000 00 - 1845 1300 00 1300 00 
70,000 09 January 1, 1846 4200 00 4200 00 
386,000 00 - 1846 19,300 00 19,300 00 
30,000 00 July 1, 1848 1500 00 1500 00 
57,600 00 ” 1850 2880 00 2880 00 
68,600 0U January 1, 1851 3400 00 3400 00 
‘ 25,000 00 -” 1852 1500 00 1500 00 
30,000 00 of 1852 1500 00 1500 00 
25,000 00 " 1853 1500 00 1500 00 
25,000 00 Y 1854 1250 00 1250 00 
26,000 00 November 1, 1854 1300 00 1300 00 
23,000 00 January 1, 1855 1150 00 1150 00 
18,500 00 April i, 1855 925 00 925 00 
10,000 00 July 1, 1855 500 00 500 00 
55,000 00 7 1856 2750 00 2750 00 
67,000 00 January 1, 1857 3350 00 3350 00 
5u,000 00 July 1, 1857 2500 00 2500 00 
83,500 00 ™ 1858 4175 00 4175 00 
32,400 00 January 1, 1859 1620 00 1620 00 
55,000 00 July 1, 1859 2750 00 2750 00 
67,500 00 a 1860 3375 00 3375 00 
36,200 00 January 1, 1861 1810 00 1810 00 
37,000 00 - 1862 1850 00 1850 00 
60,000 00 July 1, 1862 3000 00 3000 00 
35,000 00 January 1, 1863 1750 00 1750 00 
100,000 00 July 1, 1864 5000 00 5000 00 
100,000 00 = 1865 5000 00 5000 00 
100,000 00 ni 1866 5000 00 5000 00 
60,000 00 January 1, 1867 3000 00 3000 00 
1,800,500 00 | 470,100 00 90,025 00 | 28,206 00 | 118,231 00 






90,025 00 
28,206 00 


118,231 00 








1835. ] 





By whom issued. Interest paid to. 


City five per cents. 

















January Ist, 1835, 


do do do do 
City six per cents. do do 
City five per cents, do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do *¥ 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
State five per cents. February, 1st, 1835, 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 
do do do do 


Schuylkill Navigation Com- 


pany, February, 1835, 
Schuy!kill Permanent 
Bridge, January, 1835, 


West Philadelphia Canal, 
Philadelphia Steam Tow 
Boat Company, 


paid, 
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75 shares, first instalments 











Certificates of Stock belonging to the Sinking Fund of the City of Philadelphia, March 1st, 1835. 
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Redeemable. Amount. Total. 
January Ist, 1839 $10,000 00 i$ 

do 1840 300 00 
do 66 2,900 00 
July 1st, 1845 26,000 00 
January Ist, 1846 16,200 00 
July Ist, 1848 9,000 00 
do 1850 17,600 00 
January Ist, 1851 20,000 00 
do 1855 4,200 00 
April Ist, 1855 18,590 00 
July 1st, 1855 10,000 00 
do 1856 25,000 00 
January Ist, 1857 2,300 00 
do 66 12,000 00 
July 1st, 1858 13,500 00 
do e¢ 2,800 00 
do 1859 34,200 00 
January Ist, 1863 15,000 00 
July Ist, 1866 30,900 00 

i 270,400 00 
June Ist, 1841 1,106 37 
do 6s 5,673 46 
Decemb’r 1st,1846 10,519 $1 
do 1850 22,000 00 
do 1853 15,500 00 
do 1854 12,092 42 

——- ——| 66,891 56 
500 shares stock 25,000 00 
394 shares stock 3,940 00 
100 shares stock 5,000 00 
750 00 





—| 54,690 00 





oe 


371,981 56 





EDUCATION AND CRIME. 


Remarks on the relation between Education and 
Crime, in a letter to the Right Rev. Wirttam 
Waits, I. D. President of the Philadelphia Society 
for alleviating the Miseries of Public Prisons. By 
Francis Lizser, L. L. D. member of the Society. 


Right Reverend Sir, 


The office which you hold as the President of our 
Society, and the active interest which you have taken 
for a long series of years, in all matters connected with 
the improvement of prisons and punishment, as well as 
public instruction, have induced me to address to you 
the following remarks on a subject of vital importance 
to society. I am well aware that they touch upon a 
few points only, of this vast and grave subject, and that 
even these few points have not been as fuly discussed, 
as a thorough and systematic inquiry would demand; 
yet I feel assured that you will receive them with that 
interest, which we grant even to the weakest effort, if 
calculated to shed some light upon a great subject, and 
with that indulgence, for which a sincere desire to add 
our mite to a good cause, may always hope at the hands 
of true wisdom and long experience. 

In the British House of Lords as-well as Commons, it 
has been stated that education is far from causing a 
decrease of crime, and the United States have been 
adduced as instances of this pretended fact. In one 
case it has been asserted, that official information had 
been obtained from the city of New York, which would 


amply prove it. On the other hand, some remarks of 
Messrs. de Reaumont and de Tocqueville, contained in 
their work on the Penitentiary System in the United 
States, on the apparent increase of crime in the State 
of Connecticut, have been referred to, as equally con- 
firming the statement, which, if true, would disappoint 
the promaters of public instruction, in one of their 
fondest hopes. ad iat 

It appeared to me that, though many individuals 
would be inclined to dismiss these assertions without 
further consideration, since long experience has con, 
vinced them of a different result, it would nevertheless 
be desirable that a convincing statement to the contrary 
should be given to the public, both here and in Europe, 
if we are at all able todo so. The assertions are serj- 
ous; the consequences which their truth would involve, 
of an alarming character; the impression which they 
might produce, very obnoxious in anage, when in many 
countries, greater efforts are making to establish gener- 
al education, than at any previous period, and when, 
on the other hand, the results at which some of the 
most distinguished and acute statistical writers have 
arrived, apparen‘ly corroborate the above unfavorable 
remarks. I was in hopesthat some writer, more fitted 
for the task, and more at leisure than myself, would 
offer his observations upon this subject, and have, 
therefore, delaved giving my views unti] now, though, 
in the mean time, } did not remain idle as to the collec- 
tion of materials, should the task eventually fall upon 
me. As no one as yet has given, as far as! know his 
views, I venture to lay mine before you, requesting you 
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however, at the same time, not to consider the follow- 
ing remarks as intended to form a treatise on the im- 
portant question before us. A labor of this kind would 
require more leisure than I can possibly command.— 
All I have proposed to myself is, to offer some general 
views, which may present the various points, cunstitu- 
ting the subject which occupies our attention, with 
greater clearness, and a few statistical facts of high au- 
thority to show, as I believe I shall be able to do, the 
fallacy of the cited statements. * 

The difference of opinion respecting the effect of 
education upon the decrease of crime, is owing in my 
opinion, in no slight degree, to a vagueness of expres- 
sion, so common whenever a subject of great impor- 
tance begins to attract general attention. Even to 
words, apparently of very simple import, a different 
meaning is attached, by different individuals; or the 
ideas which they are intended to convey, are indistinct. 
Thus, I doubt very much whether many writers con- 
nect a perfectly clear and definite idea with an expres- 
sion so simple, as that of decrease or increase of crime. 
The terms, education, instruction, knowledge, and 
several others, are used still more vaguely, and not 
unfrequently, in utter confusion. In order, therefore, 
to proceed with any degree of clearness, it will be pro- 
per to discern between knowledge, instruction, edu- 
cation and civilization. 

By instruction, we understand the imparting of 
knowledge; but I may be permitted to use the term 
for brevity sake, in the subsequent lines, for public 
instruction, or the imparting of knowledge in schools; 
and, more especially, in schools which are established 
according to some general system, and strive to diffuse 
knowledge among those classes which are least able to 
procure instruction by private means, Education has 
a much more comprehensive meaning, and designates 
the cultivation of the moral, mental and physical facul- 
ties of the young, it includes, therefore, instruction.— 
By civilization, I understand the cultivation of all our 
powers, and endowments, and whatever results from 
this cultivation, as well as the cultivation of all those 
ideas which have any connection with man’s existence, 
as a member of civil society, or as a social Leing in 
general, and the adorning of his mind. 


According to this definition, I take it for granted, that 
man was destined for civilization. Ifthere be any who 
deny this position, who, perbaps, pretend with some 
writers of the last century, that man is happiest and 
purest, ina state of absence of civilization, I do not con- 
sider this the place to refute their opinion. An inquiry 
of the kind would lead us toa philosophical investiga- 
tion into the first principles of human society, and the 
elements of the human mind itself. 


If man were not destined to remain for ever stationa- 
ry in a savage state, or, which amounts to the same 
thing, to live forever without society, he was destined 
to move on from one generation to another, to acquire, 
to discover, and to add experience to experience. A 
medium between the two states cannot be imagined.— 
Man must either be inactive, or once the impetus 
given, he must move on from one change to another. 
His destiny is civilization, and civilization is his truly 


nature which God has given to his mind. Let us sup- 
pose, however, this were not the case; nothing essen- 
tial would be altered, with regard to the whole European 
race, since we find it already in this state of progress 
from knowledge to knowledge, from acquirement to 
acquirement, and from discovery to discovery; and 
surely there can be no person, who pretends to say, 
that a retrogade movement up to the first simplicity be 
possible! Even if we disagree as to the final effects of 
civilization, in regard to man’s happiness or virtue; 
with us it would be now too late for any thing else but 
the progress toward farther perfection. 


An author of the last century, who has given to the 
public several treatises of the soundest character, grave- 
ly discusses in one of his papers the question, whether 
it be wise to promote the improvement of roads, and 
internal communications of all kinds, and actually 
comes to the conclusion, that it is wiser for a govern- 
ment not to make the roads too easy. As one of his 
reasons he states that the same roads which serve for 
a brisk internal intercourse, will also serve the enemy, 
in times of war, as an easier means of conquest. Now, 
this seems to me, precisely a case in point. Even if all 
the objections against good and many roads had been 
founded, a ruler would, nevertheless, have acted very 
unwisely and in a way that must have become very 
injurious to his country, had he neglected to promote 
internal communication. Whatever may be the acci- 
dental or secondary results of civilization, it seems 
to me, that no choice is left any longer to the European 
race. 

The first question now, which offers itself in the 
course of our inquiry is, does civilization promote 
crime? 

That civilization itself, as defined above, cannot be 
said to promote crime, seems clear; yet I am not desi- 
rous of weighing words, and willingly admit that an in- 
creased number of crimes will generally be connected, 
with a state of increased civilization, ‘simply because 
civil zation multiplies, with every advancing step, the 
opportunities for the application of man’s activity, and 
therefore, the opportunities for its abuse. It multiplies 
the desires and wants of man, which is in fact one of 
the most desirable effects of civilization; but along 
with them, it multiplies disappointment, and will 
always, with some individuals, create the desire of 
gratifying these wants by any means, whether honest or 
dishonest. 


When men live upon the simplest food which nature 
offers, without the assistance of human activity, and 
dress ina style of corresponding simplicity, very few 
wants, and consequently few disappointments—few 
desires, and consequently few wicked desires can exist.* 
The crimes which an Esquimaux cn possibly commit, 
can be but few in number: on the other hand, what 
would have become of mankind without the art of 
writing? Fach generation would have remained in insu- 
lated barbarity, and a gradual development of morals 
could hardly have taken place. Where would we be 
without a system of credit? Nations never could have 
become united by commercial intercourse, commerce 
would have remained in its slow and confined incipient 
stage; knowledge would not have extended far beyond 
the limited theatre of human activity, as we find it in 
antiquity. Yet, without theart of writing, and without 
the modern system of commercial credit, mankind 
would have been spared two of the most numerous 
classes of crime—fraud and forgery. We all know 
that private property forms one of the stirest founda- 





* Some highly interesting facts relating to the subject 
in question, with reference to foreign nations, are con- 
tained in the late numbers of the Annals of Penitentia- 
ries, &c. by Dr. N. H. Julius, a gentleman, whose 
praiseworthy zeal and great ability in the promotion of 
sound prison discipline, and institutions of a charitable 
character, are well known to all who have occupied 
themselves with the improvement of prisons. He is 
now in this country, sent by the Prussian government, 
to inspect our penitentiaries, and was unanimously re- 

uested, at a meeting of our society, to add a note to 
the present remarks, on the relation between education 
and crime in Prussia, 





* Among others, Archbishop Whately, has treated 
of the supposed morality of uncivilized tribes, in his 
Introductory Lectures on Political Economy, (London, 
1831,) with that calm and impartial reflection which 
pervades the whole work. 
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tions and we should be freed from a very great number | their eyes—is of vital importance to every soci 


of crimes now committed. No weed grows on a barren 
rock indeed, but no grain either. 

There are various other causes why the number of 
crimes is increased with advancing civilization. One 
of the most numerous divisions of crime, in all reports, 
to whatever nation of the European race they may re- 
late, is Burglary; but burglary can be committed fre- 

uently in those countries only,the inhabitants of which 
feel cemparatively secure. A castle of the middle 
ages could not be easily robbed; and a Turk hides his 
treasures under the ground, or carries them in his belt, 
and sleeps with them. Burglary, therefore, is per- 
haps not very frequent in that country, but should we 
be justified in concluding from this fact, that the Turks, 
as a people, are more moral or less prone to crime than 
ourselves? 

The mere absence of crime, therefore, is neither a 
proof of a state of morality—for it may originate from 
very inauspicious causes—nor is the increase of crime 
of itself a proof of increased degeneracy. 

If | have granted that civilization multiplies the op- 
portunities of crime, (in a moral way, as, undoubtedly, 
it increases physically the variety of diseases, though 
not mortality, ) it will be admitted on the other hand, 
that, generally speaking, a universal attention to public 
instruction is the result ofa general progress of civiliza- 
tion, which seldom fails to cause, at the same time, two 
things: first, as | have already stated, multiplied oppor- 
tunity for crime, and secondly an improved state of the 
administration of justice, as well as of the police which 
detec's the deviations from the law. I believe it would 
be difficult to imagine a government which watches 
with great zeal over public instruction, and promotes | 
it throughout the country, without directing a propor- | 
tionate attention to the other branches of administration. 
Thus it happens that very frequently the introduction 
of a general school system is accompanied by an in- 
creased number of convictions in the courts of justice; 
and observers of this bare fact, who do not penetrate 
in‘o the true causes of this phenomenon, conclude from 
the frequent appearing together of improved school 
systems, and an increased number of convictions, that 
one is the cause of the other, or that, at all events, the 





order to ascertain the true effect of universal instruc- 
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ety, and 
can never be supplanted by any general school system, 


however wisely it may be contrived, appears to me so 
evident, that it is unnecessary to dwell upon this point. 
Suppose, however, domestic education in general, or 
with large classes, to be bad, and thus not unly to con- 
tinue from generation to generation, but, as there is 
nowhere a mental or moral standing still, to grow 
worse and worse, how shall we begin tu correct so dan- 
gerous a state of things? The school would naturally 
be one of the readiest means gradually to introduce a 
better one. If the moral domestic education be not 
bad, instruction isnot less necessary. I do not treat 
here of the general necessity of the knowledge of read- 
ing and writing, which our religion makes as indispen- 
sable as our state of industry and politics, but merely of 
the effect of general instruction upon crime, or, in 
other words, its moral effect. 

Knowledge in itself is neither good nor bad; it has 
no moral character of its own, and in the translation of 
the work of Messrs. de Beaumont and Tocqueville, 
which I have already mentioned, I have said: **In this 
sense, knowledge is, in itself, in most cases, neither 
good nor bad; arithmetic will assist a defaulter, as 
much as an industrious man who works for his family, 
as a knife may serve the murderer, as well as him who 
cuts a piece of bread with it for a crippled beggar; just 
as the sun lends his light to crime as to virtue.” But 
if we come to speak of public instruction knowledge 
does not retain so entirely an indifferent character. 

It has been often remarked, that instruction, without 
the careful cultivation of the heart and religious instruc- 
tion, leads to moral mischief, rather than to good 
effects. This is undoubtedly true, but in practice the 
remark applies more, I believe, to schools of a higher 
character than to what is called a general or popular 
school system. Times have existed, when the religious 
cultivation of the heart—I do not only speak of religious 
instruction—was greatly neglected in schools where the 
sciences were taught with peculiar success, But this 
disproportion does not so often exist in elementary 
schools, such as are estab'ished by a general school sys- 
tem, tor all the classes in less favored situations, 1! 
helieve there is hardly a school, even the meanest, in 
which the child does not receive some moral instruction, 
were it but in a secondary way. A teacher cannot 


former does not effect a decrease of crime. But | 


tion, we must guard ourselves against rash conclusions, | help enforcing some moral rules, by way of keeping 
and take for example, countries of a large extent, in | order in his school room; nor can the lessons which the 
which universal instruction has been established for a| children have to read and to learn, remain without 
series of years, such as Prussia, rather than those in | instilling some moral precepts into the mind, or dispo- 
which no thorough effect can as yet be expected, or | sing it better for the reception of moral and religious 
which are so small that casual occurrences, entirely | views. Secondly, there is in all knowledge, even the 
foreign to the amount of criminality in the community, | most indifferent as to moral effect, for instance arith- 
may essentially disturb the usual proportion of crime | metic, a softening power, which renders the mind more 
and population. pliable; and however inferior it may be in itself, it 

It is evident that education, as defined above, cannot | forms one more link which connects the individual with 
possibly promote crime; except a man be so bold as to | the society in which he lives. But the more we can 
assert that man’s nature is so thoroughly bad, that in | cultivate this feeling of our being linked to a en of 
whatever way it be cultivated, if cultivated at all, it | moral beings and toa nation, which is not of to-day, 
shoots forth the germs of its seeds of corruption— | and in which we have to perform our duties as every 
a view which would be repugnant to our most sacred | one else, and the more we can prevent the future 
conceptions of the goodness as well as wisdom of our | growth of a feeling of separation from society, or, with 
Creator. which in fact, this feeling often ends inits natural pro- 

But the question is, whether universal instruction is | gress, of opposition to the rest of society; the more we 
conducive to a decrease of crime. What is meant by | shall also prevent the various acts of selfishness, of 
public instruction? I believe, if used without further | absorbing egotism—of crime. It is for this reason, 
designation, we understand by the expressions of among others, that the instruction of our political du- 
‘*universal education,” or ‘* public instruction,” most | ties ought to form a branch of instruction in all schools, 
frequently the universal instruction in the various ele- | Let us teach and convince every one that he forms an 
mentary branches of knowledge, or, to speak with | integrant part of the community, upon the faithful per- 
more precision, reading, writing,arithmetic, a fair know- , formance of whose duties its welfare partially depends, 
ledge of our vernacular tongue, geography, and some |and we shall increase his self-esteem, and thereby 


knowledge of history—together with the principles of afford him one of the best preservatives against 
religion and morality, , crime. 


That domestic education—the rearing of the young| ‘Thirdly, there are no individuals more exposed to 


in sound morality, the fear of God; and with the all- | crime, than the ignorant, in a civilized community: or, 
important example of virtue in their parents before’ in other words, those individuals who are touched by 
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of general refinement, without being actually within 
the bosom of civilization. 

It is on this latter point, that I greatly rest my opin- 
ion of the necessity of universal education with the 
European race. Civilization exists with us; we cannot 
stop it, even were we desirous of doing so; and the 
outward effects of civilization without knowledge, is 
the greatest bane that can befal any class or individual. 
Ignorance without civilization isno peculiar source of 
crime; ignorance with civilization, is an abounding 
source of crime; both, because it lessens the means of 
subsistence, and lowers the individual in the general 
and his own esteem—it severs him from the instructed 
and educated. Instances are afforded to us in the low- 
est, most ignorant, and destitute classes in all large 
cities, or in some frontier tribes, who receive certain 
views and notions of civilization, and yet live without 
education and instruction. 

We have arrived at a state of things in which no in- 
dividual, who cannot read, is actually, in most respects, 
excluded from the great sphere of civilization, which 
was not always the case, for instance, in antiquity; and 
whoever is thus excluded from the general course of 
civilization, is more exposed to misery, and more liable 
to be drawn into the snares of crime, than others, who, 
as I have stated, are more firmly linked to society, 
upon whom shame, therefore, has a greater power, 
and who find it easier to gain a-livelihood in an honest 
way. 

That there are educated people among the convicts 
of all countries, is a fact which does in no degree inva- 
lidate what I have said. I even allow that some have 
become criminals, who, without a certain knowledge, 
would not have committed the crime which brought 
themtoruin. So have persons of amore acute sense 
of shame, or of a more generous heart than others, 
sometimes become criminals, while, without these live. 
lier feelings, they would have given the law no oppor- 
tunity of punishing them. 

The best preservatives against crime will always be 
a well trained mind, early application, and industrious 
habits, together with good example. There is, I believe, 
no person who has had an opportunity of various and 
thorough observation of criminals, who will not agree 
with me on this point, and it is easy to judge how much 
a.sound school education contributes to a regular train- 
ing of the youthful mind. 

That a universal school system ought never to be 


wanting in a proper instruction in morals and the culti- | 


vation of religious feelings, as well as in instruction in 
political virtue and morality, is as true as that no system 
of general education will produce all the good effects 
which it ought to produce, without proper care being 
taken for the education of teachers. ‘TheSe are truths 
acknowledged in those countries where public instruc- 
tion, has most prospered. But there are so many sub- 


jects of high interest connected with public instruction, | 


that I should exceed the limits within which I must 
confine these observations, were I even but briefly to 
touch upon them. 

All I have stated so far is as yet but general assertion, 
however plausible it may appear. How are we then 
to test its truth? By comparing the proportion between 
crime and population, since public instruction has been | 
established in a given country, to that which before ex | 
isted? I have already shown the fallacy of this test in | 
most cases; and I must extend my remark. The} 
increase of crime, or in other words, the increase of | 
indictments, (because most generally, some crime has | 
been committed by some one, where there is an indict- | 
ment) is unfitted to serve as test of the increased crimi- 
nality of a community, if we are not enabled, by a num. | 
ber of concurrent statements, to judge more precisely | 
of the case. Sometimes the police has become more | 
vigilant, sometimes the laws have been made more pro- | 
portionate to the crime, and the judges are more wil- 
ling to convict; sometimes a great influx of destitute 
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persons has taken place, at others public attention has 
been roused, and directed to certain crimes until then 
neglected; an army may have beendisbanded: a winter 
have been peculiarly severe, a famine may have existed, 
moncy transactions may have offered new opportunities, 
&c. in short, a number of causes, some of which are 
continually exercising their influence upon mankind, 
may have existed, without the least connection with 
public instruction; nay, the latter may have continued 
to exercise its beneficial influence during the -whole 
time that crime was increasing, and may actually have 
prevented it from still greater increase. 

It has been stated in the British House of Commons, 
as I remarked above, that officiahinformation had been 
obtained, showing that public instruction in the state of 
New York, had by no means realized the hopes of the 
public, as to its influence upon the decrease of crime, 
and that in the city of New York, crime had rapidly in- 
creased, I neither know how true the statement was, 
as to its being obtained from an official person, nor 
whether the fact is true, as to the increase of crime in 
the city of New York. With regard to the state, it is 
not true, if dependence can be placed upon official 
documents. But I consider it very possible that crime 
has of late increased in the city of New York, for va- 
rious reasons: First, New York is fast increasing, and 
has to bear with the advantages of large cities, also 
their evils, among which the frequency of certain 
crimes always will be found. Secondly, the more New 
York is enlarged,the more activity of all kinds is there, 

| and consequently, the opportunity for a number of 
crimes, especially as she is a large seaport, to which 
always a number of homeless adventurers will resort.— 
Thirdly, its rapid intercourse with Europe has much in- 
creased, and with it the importation of a class of crimi- 
nals who, according to their skill and finesse, may be 
| termed a superior class. Fourthly, there has been of 
| late, such an unprecedented influx of destitute emi- 
| grants and actual paupers, from foreign countries, that 
| they alone would easily account for a great increase of 
vagrancy and crime. ‘The report* by a committee ap- 
| pointed by the city corporation, for the purpose of in- 
quiring into this serious subject, exposes frightful 
| abuses of the facility with which emigrants may, ac- 
| cording to the present laws, settle among us, whether 
| willing and able to support themselves or not. The 
| almshouses have been filled with foreign paupers, and 
| it can be aoe imagined how many, either driven by 
| want, or already trained in vice and crime, do not pro- 
| ceed to the almshouse, but to the penitentiaries, 

The remark of Messrs. de Beaumont and de Tocque- 

ville, which has been referred to on the floor of the 
| British Parliament, as corroborating the fact, that uni- 
| versal instruction does not tend to decrease the number 
| of crimes, is made by those gentlemen, in a passage of 
| their work,in which they speak of the increase of crime 
| in the State df Connecticut—a State which has fostered 
general education with at least as much zeal as any 
| other State in the Union. 
| have given some explanatory notes of this fact so 
| startling, at first glance, in my translation of the valua- - 
| ble work of those gentlemen, and will only add here, 
| that according to a letter sent me by Mr. Pilsbury, 
warden of the Connecticut State Prison, convictions 
have diminished considerably of late in that State.— 
When the two French commissioners were here, the 
prison discipline of Connecticut had just been amend- 
ed, or, rather, entirely re-fashioned, and juries as well 
as judges were much more willing to let the law take 
its full and unchecked course, than before this refor- 
mation of the State prison, when, in fact, the prisoners 
were in a deplorable situation. Since the commission- 
ers, however, were here, no essential change, either of 
the law or prison discipline, has taken place, to my 
knowledge, and a decrease of convictions, would au- 








* It is dated Sept. 29, 1834. Document No, 20. 
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thorize us to conclude, at any rate, that crime has not 
gone on increasing in that State. 

Whether crime in our Union, has in general, of late, 
increased or not, I am not able to say. If impressions in 
matters of this kind were worth any thing, I would say, 
that my impressionis, that certain crimes, more especially 
murder, have either increased, or it has become more 
common with editors of newspapers to mention the de- 
tails of every murder, in whatever quarter of the 
Union it may have been committed. Wherever the 
truth may lie, certain it is that this ready reception of 
accounts of atrocious deeds, is pernicious‘in a great 
many respects.—It satisfies one of the worst cravings 
of the human mind, and affects it in turn, in the same 
way in which physical stimulants and exciting liquors 
satisfy, and, in turn, ruin the body; it has a tendency to 
render the reader callous, and it hasa positive and 
evil effect upon criminally disposed persons. The 
power of imitation is incalculable, universal, and often 
operates by imperceptible degrees. Our newspapers 
ought, certainly, not to be silent on the various crimes, 
which are committed, for it is equally important that 
the true state of things be known, but it strikes me, 
that it would be both beneficial to the people at large, 
and becoming to the vocation of editors, were they to 
state but the simple facts of atrocious crimes, and leave 
their detailed accounts to those papers which avowedly 
collect the statements of misdeeds, and appear stamp- 
ed on their face in a way, which makes every honora- 
ble reader flee them. It would be certainly a wise 
measure if the editors of some of our most respectable 
papers would set the example, and agree to abstain in 
future from publishing detailed accounts of barbarous 
crimes. 

One of the most active causes in producing trime in 
our country, is intemperance. An immense majority 
of all murders are either committed during intoxica- 
tion, or in consequence of quarrels or miserv brought 
on by intemperance. And if crimes of an atrocious na- 
ture have increased of late, it will probably be found, 
by minute inquiry, that it isin a great measure owing 
to the increase of intemperance, which some years ago 
took place, and which is now showing its melancholy 
effects on the intemperate themselves, as well as on 
those who, in the mean time, have grown up with such 
pernicious examples before them. 

Though this Letter be not the precise place for the 
following remark, I nevertheless cannot refrain from 
making it, since it seems to me of the greatest impor- 
tance that universal attention be directed to the sub- 
ject; namely, the immoderate use of opium in various 
shapes, chiefly by way of laudanum,in families,and es- 
pecially with infants, without the advice of proper phy- 
sicians. My inquiries into the subject have led me.to 
the conviction, that innumerable parents create in their 
children that diseased craving for- stimulants, which, 
with so many individuals, ends in open and violent in- 
temperance, and with many more, in a constant use of 
ardent spirits, not much less injurious in its conse- 
quence. The united efforts of medical gentlemen, as 
of all those who are in the habit of instructing the peo- 
ple on important points, might produce a great change 
toward the better.* 

Intemperance, however, which on all hands is admit- 
ted as the most fruitful source of crime in our country 
—and should there be any one who doubts it, let him 
look at the convincing statements in the letters which I 
shall append to these Jines—will be certainly counter 
acted in adegree by universally spread education, for 
the reasons already mentioned; namely, because it trains 
and regulates the mind, connects the individual with 
stronger links to society, informs him in regard to hig 





* Some more remarks on the same subject may be 
found in a work which I lately edited: Letters toa 


Gentleman in Germany: Philadelphia, 1834, on page 
324 and sequ. 








duties toward the Creator, the society he lives in, and 
toward himself and his family, and assists in producing 
self-respect. 

The facts which have lately appeared from the in- 
quiries instituted in England as to the extent and con- 
sequences of intemperance in that country, the state- 
ments collected by Mr. Casper, as to intemperance in 
Prussia, and many details given to the public by Mr. 
Quetelet, with regard to intemperance in France, show 
that the remark I have just made is also applicable to 
those countries. 

But is there no test, then, by which we may as- 
certain whether universal education tends to prevent 
crime, or whether ignorance promotes it? It seems to 
me that there isa means by which we may solve this 
question to the satisfaction of every fair inquirer, name- 
ly, by ascertaining the degree of education which eve- 
ry convict has obtained. If we should find, that in a 
country in which few individuals grow up without some 
school instruction, an immense majority of convicts are 
men who have not received a fair school education, if 
thus ignorance almost accompanies crime, and if, at the 
same time, it is easy to account for a connection be- 
tween the two, on general and simple grounds, drawn 
from the nature of our mind and of human society in 
general, I think we are authorized to conclude that 
there actually does exist a necessary connection be- 
tween the two, and that by diffusing knowledge of a 
moral and scientific character, we may hope for a de- 
crease of crime, and be assured that though crime may 
in reality or apparently have increased for some reason, 
it would have increased still more without general edu- 
cation. 

The greatest circumspection, indeed, is necessary, in 
drawing conclusions from statistical statements. Many 
Opinions, apparently founded in reality, have current- 
ly been believed for many years, and, in the end, been 
found to be erroneous. But if, as I have stated, re- 
peated facts agree with the conclusions at which we 
would arrive in the most cautious way of reasoning by 
analogy, atid on principles which are always consider. 
ed to hold—and if, in particular, our conclusions are 
corroborated by those individuals, who, before ali oth- 
ers, have a sound and practical knowledge of criminals, 
it would seem that we may adopt the result, thus ar- 
rived at, as truth. There is no warden or superinten- 
dent of any penitentiary of note, with which I am ac- 
quainted, who does not consider want of education,and 
ignorance, as some of the most active agents in pro- 
ducing crime; and if there be any subject connected 
with education, or any affairs of human society, re- 
specting which the knowledge of practical men is more 
indispensable, or reasoning on which, without ample 
knowledge of facts, is more gratuitous, that subject is 
prison discipline, and the true character of convicts.— 
But, as will be seen from the following letters, there is 
but one opinion among these gentlemen. 

When I first saw the statements to which I have al- 
luded at the beginning of this letter, I directed a series 
of queries to the wardens of our most prominent peni- 
tentiaries, and received from nearly all of them the 
readiest answers, not,indeed, always, on all of my ques- 
tions. This would have been taken, in some cases, too 
much time, yet the statements with which the gentle- 
men favored me are quite sufficient to prove, that not 
only education, but instruction, even in the most ele- 
mentary knowledge, is very deficient in most convicts. 

Some of my queries tended to ascertain other facts, 
and some of the statements of those gentlemen touch 
upon statistics of the highest interest, besides the 
points in question, so that I have finally concluded to 
give their whole letters,of which I am convinced every 
one willapprove. The more statistics we can possibly 
collect respecting crimes and criminals, the causes of 
the first, and the social stations of the latter, the better 
it is. 

The Rev. Mr. Dwight, to whom I directed a similar 
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series of inquiries, with regard to the Massachusetts | 
State Prison in Charlestown, received my letter when | 
setting out for a journey, but wrote me,—** This report | 
(the ninth of the Boston Prison Discipline Society) } 
contains much information touching the point proposed | 
in your letter, and enables me more effectually to con- | 
tribute to the object of your inquiry than any other | 
document in my possession, or that I can at present ob- | 
tain,” &c. This report has not yet reached me, and I 
am, therefore, obliged to refer to it, without offering | 
any extracts. From another quarter, I received no | 
answer. 

As Mr. Wood, the warden of our Eastern Penitentia- | 
ry, has given the answer on a number of my queries,in | 
his last report on the penitentiary under his charge, to | 
the Board of Inspectors, I shall give an extract from | 
that quarter. | 

As tothe three other letters, I repeat, they are too 
valuable not to be given without curtailment. They 
prove once more the facts, that— 

1. Deficient education, early loss of parents, and 
consequent neglect, are some of the most fruitful sources 
of crime. 

2. That few convicts have ever learned a regular 
trade, and, if they were bound to any apprenticeship, 
they have abandoned it before the time had lawfully | 
expired. | 

3. That school education is, with most convicts,very | 
deficient, or entirely wanting. | 

4. That intemperance, very often the consequence | 
of loose education, is a most appalling source of crime. 

5. That by preventing intemperance, and by pro- | 
moting education, we are authorized to believe that we | 
shall prevent crime, in a considerable degree. 

The following documents would serve yet for a va- | 


} 


| 





riety of important reflections, e. g. the paramount im- | 
portance of instructing the convict in some trade, and 

either by the folly or great mistake of some who are | 
desirous to oppose this most necessary part of all prison 
discipline;, and the interesting communication of the 
Rev. Mr. Smith, chaplain of Auburn State Prison, | 
would furnish the material for some comparisons of a 
very instructive nature, with some statements in Mr. 
Guerry’s Essai sur la Statistique Morale de la France; 
Paris, 1833—a work of great merit; but I must neces- 
sarily abstain from it, not to deviate from the nature of 
this letter. 

I shall add to Mr. Wiltse’s letter, a statement, which 
he kindly communicated to me about a year ago, and | 
which I append to my introduction to a Constitution | 
and Plan of Education for Girard College for Orphans, 
as showing how many convicts have lost their parents 
in their early years. 

Before I conclude these remarks, I will only observe 
as an explanation of the following, that if it is stated of 
a convict, that he reads and writes, but has no common | 
good school education, his acquirements often amount | 
to little more than the knowledge of spelling, or the 
skill of making out the sound of the words, without the 
capability of finding out the sense of a phrase—and the | 
skill to write his name. With regard tw our inquiry, 
all below a common English school education, ought to 
be classed together. 

It would have been desirable to know what number | 
of foreigners are among the various classes, enumerat- | 
ed in the following statements, but this information: is 
net essential as to our inquiry, as convicts, who are na- 
tives of foreign countries, belong nearly without an ex- 
eeption, to the least educated of the whole number.— 
From very interesting statements in the statistical ap- 
pentlix to the work of Messrs. Beaumont and Tocque- 
ville, the proportions of foreigners among convicts in 
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* Since the above was written, I have received the | 
Ninth Report of the Boston Prison Society, but it con- 


_nated in the best feelings of the heart. 
charity. It was established at first by individual liber- 
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America, to natives, wi!l be found, and it is therefore 
easy to ascertain how many uneducated Americans still 
remain among the number of convicts. 
Lam, 
Right Rev. Sir, 
Your obedient and respectful servant, 


FRANCIS LIEBER. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 1834. 


(Conclusion next week.) 
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Report of the Committee appointed to Visit and Exam- 
ine into the Affairs and Management of the House of 
Refuge—By Mr. Lawrence. Read inthe House of 
Representatives, March 24, 1835. 


The Committee appointed by a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, of the eighteenth December 
last, ‘* to visit and examine into the affairs and manage- 
ment of the House of Refuge, situate in the county of 
Philadelphia, and to make report touching its usefulness 
and economy, and also report how far the present or- 
ganization of the House of Refuge is conformable to the 


| principles of its original establishment, and also how far 


the imprisonment of persons in that institution, without 
the verdict of a jury, is conformable to the letter and 
spirit of the constitution,” Report, viz: 

That in obedience to said resolution, the committee 
met in the city of Philadelphia; and, having made 
known to the Board of Managers the object of their 
visit, and having furnished them with a copy of the re- 
solution under which they acted, every facility was 
promptly and cheerfully afforded by the board, to ena- 


| ble the committee to discharge the duties of their ap- 


pointment., 
The committee proceeded, first, to examine the 


| buildings of the institution, its inmates, the manner in 


which they are fed and clothed, the kind of labor in 
which they are employed, and the system of govern- 
ment and discipline adopted by the managers. 


The inquiry contained in the resolution, ‘* How far 
the present organization of the House of Refuge is con- 
formable to the principles of its original establishment,” 
will be answered by a reference to the original de- 
sign of the founders of this benevolent institution, 


the law by which it was incorporated, and the facts 


which will be hereafter detailed. 


The House of Refuge has been justly termed a place 
for the reformation of * juvenile delinquents.” It origi- 
It is a work of 


ality and enterprise; and it is in a great measure con- 
ducted and sustained by the same liberal and philanthro- 
-_ spirit. It was incorporated by an act of the Legis- 
ature, in 1826. An appropriation of ten thousand dol- 
lars was granted by the State; and by the same act ten 
thousand dollars were directed to be paid by the com- 
missioners of the county of Philadelphia, out of the 


county funds, for defraying the expenses of a site and 


building a ‘* House of Refuge,” and also five thousand 
dollars for repairs and incidental expenses. 


The buildings are substantial,and their arrangements 
judicious. ‘The inmates present a healthy appearance; 
their clothing is comfortable, and their fare is abundant 
and wholesome. Their labour is suited to their age and 
capacity—regular,but not severe. Their government, 
su far as the nature of the case will allow, is parental.— 
They have their regular hours of labour, and instruc. 
tion: while every attention is paid to induce habits of 
industry, the greatest possible care is had for their in- 
tellectual improvement. The ordinary branches of an 
English education are better acquired in the House of 





tains little referring particularly to the matter before 
us. 


| Refuge thar in many of our country schools. 
These remarks will apply to both the male and fe- 
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male departments. The committee were pleased to 
witness the great attention paid by the managers in «f- 
fording the means of moral and religious instruction. — | 
Stated periods are set apart for devotional exercise: | 
the duty is performed with proper solemnity, and the | 
most respectful attention is paid by all classes. Minis- | 
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ters of different denominations attend and preach alter- 
nately every Sabbath. ‘The day is spent in giving and 
receiving instructions of the most useful kind; and 
these duties appear to be performed by all concerned 
with pleasure and profit. 

The number of inmates at present is, of males, one 
hundrnd and three, of females, fifty four. A very 
great proportion of the children in the House of Refuge 
are orphans. Of the females, there are nearly three- 
fourths who have no parents; and suchas have, in most 
instances, derive no advantages from them. 

To this unfortunate class, the advantages of this in- | 
stitution are peculiarly adapted. Here their vicious | 
tempers and habits are restrained—their minds im- 
proved—principles of virtue inculcated; and not a few, 
who were in the broad road to ruin, have been rescued 
from destruction and prepared for usefulness, and are 
now filling respectable places in society. Some of 
these instances have come under the special notice of 
your committee, and are referred to as an evidence to 
show that the benevolent designs of the founders of this 
institution nave been realized, in reclaiming youthful 
offenders from the disgrace and ruin consequent on a 
confinement in a jail or penitentiary, to which their 
= practices would unavoidably have brought 
them. 


The committee will now refer to that part of the re- 
solution which requires them to report ** How far the 
imprisonment of persons in the House of Refuge, with- 
out the verdict of a jury, is conformable to the letter 
and spirit of the constitution.” 


The committee do not think it necessary at this time 
to go into a full examination of this important and diffi- 
cult question. The institution has been under the man- 
agement anddirection of some of the ablest jurists of the 
State: and they do not believe that any act would be 
done or encouraged by them which would be in viola- 
tion of the constitution. However, it is highly proba- 
ble that, in thelr laudable zeal to promote and effect 
the philanthropic end of the institution, some acts may 
have been done, either in the committal of inmates, or 
in the duration and cause of their confinement, inconsis- 
tent ‘‘ with the letter and spirit of the constitution.” — | 
It is, however,the unanimous opinion of the committee, 
that, if such errors have been committed, they were of 
the head and not of the heart; because they believe | 
the managers were actua'ed by no other than the most 
laudable motives—a zeal, an ardent and patriotic zeal, 
to rescue youthful delinquents from a course of con- 
duct which would, if unrestrained, lead them to inevit- 
able misery, degradation and ruin. 

The committee is aware that there are conflicting 
opinions on this subject; but they believe that any ar- 
gument of theirs would be unnecessary and superflous, 
asthe whole question has been ably stated and exam- | 
ined in the opinion delivered by Judge King, in the | 
case of Commonwealth ex relatione Joseph against | 


— 





M’Keagy, superintendent, in the first volume of Ash- 
mead’s Reports; and by a paper signed by Messrs. Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll and John Sergeant, and laid on the 
desks of members. The committee have prepared a 
bill, accompanying this report, which they believe will 
restrain the institution within the ‘‘spirit of the con- 
stitution” and laws, and will at the same time throw no 
obstacle in the accomplisliment of this laudable end. 


To enable the managers of the institytion to carry 
their designs into effect, and continue to society the 
benefits of the House of Refuge, heavy expenses have 
been incurred which must be provided for. Individual 
contributions have been very liberal, and are still so; 
VoL. XV. 28 
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some large bequests have been given which are unayail- 
able at present, but which will in ashort time add much 
to its means. It will be recollected that the benefits of 
the institution are not confined to the city and county 
of Philadelphia—its doors are thrown open to the un- 
fortunate objects of the institution from every county 
in the State, many of which have availed themselves of 
its advantages: for this reason and others,the Common- 
wealth has contributed to its support on former occa- 
sions, and in the opinion of your committee, should 
still bear a proportion of the expense of sustaining it 
until its own means are sufficient. 


The annual reports of the managers render it unne- 
cessary for your committee to go into much detail; but 
it is due to the managers to say that every thing in 
their power has been done to render the institution 
useful, and to carry into successful effect the objects of 
its benevolent founders and proprietors. Much time 
and labour is spent in the management of its affairs; all 
of which is gratuitously bestowed: the same remark 
will apply to the elergymen who officiate in the insti- 
tution, as well as the medical gentlemen who are con- 
stantly in attendance, on all occasions when their ser 
vices are required. 


‘The committee have seen and conversed with several 
persons who spent several years in the House of Re- 
fuge, who uniformly bear testimony to its usefulness, 
the ability with which it conducted, the wholesome- 
ness of its discipline, and who acknowledge themselves 
indebted to that institution for the respectable station 
they now hold in society. 


‘ With a view to remove all objections which may ex- 
ist on the question of committal without trial by jury, 
the committee report a bill, which they trust will meet 
the views of the Legislature, and avoid the odium of 
a conviction in a criminal court, the effects of which 
are so sensibly felt by the youthful mind, and instead 
of producing reformation, generally tends to harden and 
confirm their vicious habits. 


‘The committee cannot dismiss the subject without a 
passing notice of the qualifications of Mr. Edwin Young, 
superintendent, and Mrs. Catharine Shirlock, matron, 
for the stations by them respectively occupied; oppor- 
tunity was not of course afforded to become so intimate- 
ly acquainted with those individuals as would enable us 
to do full justice to them from personal intercourse, but 
we must say, that intelligence, benevolence, and a 
proper union of firmness and benignity, mark the whole 
deportment of each, and from information entitled to 
all credit, the committee believe their situations could 
not be better filled. ‘To their parental care must great- 
ly be attributed the extraordinary good order and de- 
corum which pervades the institution; the salutary ef- 
fects of virtuous female example and influence on erring 
individuals of that sex, is most happily illustrated in 
the family under the matron of that institution—there 
reigns throughout, all the propriety and harmony of a 
virtuous family, and many of the hapless inmates re- 
alize for the first time the pleasures of virtue, and are 
led by the force of moral influence, to loath the scenes 
of vice and misery with which they have been fa- 
milar from infancy. 


The committee will add, that from a careful exami- 
nation of the books kept by the superintendent and 
managers, as well as every thing connected with 
their respective duties, their efforts have been di- 
rected, and they have succeeded in making the insti- 
tution what it purports to be, a House of Refuge. 


Arrived on the Schuylkill, to Neligh, Bull, & Co., 
two boats load of Coal—being the first brought from 
the mines this season, 

U. 8. Gazette. 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS AT CARLISLE. (Appi 
MET EOROLOGICAL TABLE FOR 1334. 5 : pe 
By Atrrep Creics. as ce 8 2.3 
: tee one. Ss ° - 3.5 REMARKS. 
MAY. \A - o Pus 
4 — | 1 | we WwW Clear 
fag lila|s FERS |e te 
ir = 2. o ' ‘ , . Clear & showery 
Ss) 3 I 3 | as REMARKS. 4 74 | 76 | NE Rain 
> > ve ..1 2 5 82 84 E Showery 
4 a - | | ORM =) | 6 83 86 WSW \Clear 
1} 54° 60° | 63° | W Clear : 9} 4 WwW ‘“ 
9| 57 3 65 | * rT; 9 93 92 ‘sc ‘ec 
3} 60 | 65 | 638 | “ “ 10 84 | 84 | « «“ 
4) 58 2) 64 | SE 7 11 ie}. * 
5; 50 52 54 FE Rain 12 76 |. 79 “ “s 
6 56 62 69 Ss \Clear R 13 77 | 80 NNE “6 
7| 50 51 St | E \Heavy rain 14 73 76 Ww “ 
8| 55 59 64 | WSW \Showery 1: 77 84. “ “ 
9| 59 60 61 E (Rain | 16 74 76 ‘6 “ 
10| 51 53 60 NW (Clear 17 80 78 NE ‘© and rain 
11; 60 | 68 | 70 | SE | « | 18 75 | 79 | WwW \Clear 
12) 50 | 52 50 NW ‘6 19 76 81 ‘s ‘“ 
13! 39 | 40 40 hoe 20 T inf WSW Rain 
14) 43 44 45 - ; 21 75 78 Ww Clear 
15| 44 | 44 = mt oe 3% 85 89 “ “ 
16 53 ! $3 ; ‘ e 9 “ “e , 
17| 54 | 60 | 64 | « | * and cloudy! 3 90 93 «“ eo or 
18} 62 | 70 78 | «s | ‘6 25 85 90 “ “ 
19| 70 77 79 es Loar 9 90 94 e es 
90 68 | 75 79 “ ‘é 88 92 ‘6 ‘6 
211 71 | 77 82 | « iClear 85 89 N 6 
29] 72 | 80 | 85 | « | « 83 | 87 | NNW « 
93\ 73 | 83 | 86 | s | 6 76 | 82 | « “ 
24 4 | 84 as a 76 | 81 | Ww ee 
25 83 8 s¢ - sla a 
96 72 | 74 | 76 | & — |cloudy. Rain precentaemenae 
27| 72 | 76 | 79 | W (Clear 4.1 a 4s to 
28) 65 | 64 64 E Rain s=| 8 = a Ss 
29} 60 | 62 | 65 £ SE Cloudy seis isis 2. | REMARKS. 
30| 62 | 68 | 72 | 2&| © we °° 2 * 
3li 67 | 68 69 | . Rain a a © Qu 
~ JUNE ina 
Nn Te 738° 82° Ww 
1 Sarre the 2| 72 74 | 77 | E ao 
2) 64 66 70, Ww ‘Clear S| 76 79 84 Ww Clear 
3} 63 67 70 NW | 4| 75 83 88 o6 ‘6 
4, 66 72 72 ow 5| 76 80 84 Ss i i 
5| 60 61 62 - ‘Cloudy 6| 80 85 86 Ww eanenen 
6| 64 69 72 N iClear 7| 78 87 - 88 NW ss 
7 74 80 a4 | w | « 8} 83 | 88 | sg} « «“ 
| 76 8 86 - Pn 9| 78 88 90 w Shower 
9 79 84 90 - Bis 10) 76 83 89 WSW \clear ; 
10| 78 84 86 Ss " 11} 81 85 80 S Clear and rain 
11| 73 | 76 79 Ww " 12| 82 88 91 Ww és cloudy 
12) 70 72 76 os ss 13} 80 86 89 N Clear 
13| 68 | 70 72 WSW /Rain 14, 78 82 84 Ww ‘“s 
14 62 | 65 | 68 | sw |cloudy 1s} 76 | 80 | 81 | N “ 
15} 64 | 66 68 E ‘sand rain || 16] 72 76 78 NW “ 
16, 60 | 65 70 NE (Clear | 17 73 77 82 WwW “s 
17\ 64 57 70 E Rain | 18| 72 75 80 “ “ 
18, 61 62 64 WwW Cloudy 19| 70 73 77 ” os 
91) 63 65 67 ed | 20| 71 74 76 ” es 
20! 64 68 74 ss Fair. Thund.stor.|| 21) 70 75 77 WNW [Cloudy 
21; 63 64 65 E Rain 22) 72 78 81 N os 
22) 66 75 77 Ww Clear 23| 78 84 80 w Clear 
23' 74 78 §2 SE « 24| 76 84 82 “ és 
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25; 72 82 = } ” 26| 67 74 76 “ se 
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28) 68 69 70 NE jRain 29\ 69 75 75 “ ** and cloudy 
29) 66 74 74 E “ 3) 68 70 73 SE 
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(To be concluded. ) 
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REPORT ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. struction have been freely extended. In acquiring the 

‘ rudiments of a practical education, it is believed, they 

Seventeenth Annual Report of the Controllers of the | have been employed with profit and happiness to them- 

Public Schools, selves, and with great advantage to the community, of 

which they are hereafter to constitute an important, 
active, and highly valuable portion. 

During the past year arrangements were completed 

‘for opening and organizing the four infant schools 


Philadelphia—Printed by order of the Board of alluded to in the last report, in the North Western and 


For the City and County of Philadelphia, comprising 
the First School District of the State of Pennsylva 
nia, with their accounts, 


Controllers, 1835 | South Eastern schools of the first section, in Moyamen- 
: , sing and in Kensington. ‘These schools are now fully 
REPORT: occupied, under the care of competent and faithful 


teachers, and have in all respects met the expectations 

In obedience to the Act of Assembly, passed March | of the Board. ‘The want of local accommodation alone 
3d, 1818, entitled ** An Act to provide for the Educa- | has prevented the multiplication of these primary es- 
tion of children at Public Expense within the City and | tablishments. Their importance to the entire success 
County of Philadelphia,” which provides for the pub- | of every system of general education is as fully appre- 
lication in the month of February in every year, of a|ciated by the Board of Control as their warmest 
statement of the amount of expenditure, and of the | advocates could wish, and numerous similar establish- 
number of Children educated in the Public Schools,— | ments, heretofore supported by individual contribu- 
the Controllers submit the following report: | tions, would already have been connected with the 
By the stated returns from the several Sections, it | public school system, if their immediate patrons had 
appears that the Lancasterian Schools of the First Dis- | been willing to consign them to that guardianship, 
trict are attended by eight: thousand, three hundred | which existing laws prescribe to the Controllers The 
and forty-four pubils—made up of four thousand, five | unremitting and earnest attention of the Board, is given 
hundred and fifty-eight boys, and three thousand | to this department of instruction in the sincere hope 
seven hundred and eighty-six girls. | that by commencing with the earliest dawn of human 
The following statement shows the numbers in | inteiligence, and thenceforward pursuing the work of 
attendance at each school, viz: ' education to the fullest extent which the character, 
Boys. Girls. Total. circumstances, and prospects of the pupils admit, by 











Model School, 255 189 444 furnishing, concurrently, the soundest principles of 
Model Infant School, 155 165 $320/ Christian and scholastic instruction, and habituating the 
First Section. | pupils, almost from the cradle, to order, decorum, an 1 
Locust Strect, $25 241 566 | industrious application—the great objects of the system 
North Western, 189 216 405 will be most efficiently developed, nnd the interests 
Do. Infant School, 150 164 514 of the community, at the same time with the tempo- 
South Western, 188 114 302 raland eternal welfare of the pupils, most certainly 
South Eastern, 277 32 600 promoted. 

Do. Infant School, 129 136 265 The original model Infant School established by the 
Lombard Street, (colored, ) 130 147 277 «Controllers, continues to merit the warm approbation 
Schuylkill School, (new,) 32 36 68 which has heretofore been expressed by the Board, 

Second Section. ‘and in addition to its direct utility to its pupils enrolled 
Northern Liberties, 371 322 693 in it, has, under the guidance of its experienced and 

Do. Colored School, 70 41 111 | indefatigable teacher, been of great importance in fur- 
Coates Street, 244 000 244 | therance of the plan by the indispensable aid it has 

Third Section. furnished in preparing and qualifying teachers for the 
Southwark, 344 302 646 same department of instruction. Upon the application 
Second Street, 224 000 224 ofa few highly respectable and benevolent individuals, 

Fourth Section. who had by their own efforts assembled a school on the 
Penn Town-hip, 336 286 622 banks of the Schuylkill, in the extreme South Western 

Sixth Section. part of the First (city) Section, the Directors of that 
Germantown, 88 67 155 Section with the concurrence of this Board, have taken 

Ninth Section. charge of the same and annexed it to the schools of the 
Moyamensing, 212 274 486 city. It promises great and permanent advantages to 
Infant School do. 130 159 289 | the quarter in which it is located. 

Tenth Section. | The close of another year, happily brings with it, 
Marlboro’ Street, 275 215 490 renewed cause for congratulation and thankiulness in 
Master Street, 302 276 578 the uninterrupted health of the district and the entire 

Do. Infant School, 132 11S 245 immunity which the schools have enjoyed from general 

ators ‘or local disease. 
Total, 4558 3786 8344) Theschools throughout the distriet have been found 








by the controllers at their stated and casual visitations, 
In those parts of the District where Lancasterian | in a satisfactory condition, and the teachers employed 
Schools are not established, in consequence of the | in them continue to merit axd receive from this board 
spareness of the population, as has been heretofore | and from the immediate directors of their respective 
stated, the School Directors avail themselves of the | sections, the same cordial approbation of their compe- 
best common schools in the vicinity, and during the tency, zeal and fidelity, which the controllers have 
past year, they have afforded the benefit of such | heretofore expressed. 
schools to about twelve bundred children. These,! The account of expenditure by the Board during the 
added to the number above stated, exhibit a total of | past year, duly certified by the county auditors agree- 
NINE THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRE” AND FORTY-FOUR pupils ably to law, and hereto annexed, shows that the con- 
instructed at the public expense since the last report | troilers have drawn orders on the Treasury in that pe- 
of the Board. riod for the amount of fifty-five thousand seven hundred 
Thus, under the existing school laws of the first dis | and eighty-two dollars and 45 cents, of which sum, 
trict, upwards of sixty Tuovsanp cH1LpREN have been | school expenses and furniture, are charged with the 
enrolled in the public schools during the last sixteen | sum of forty-four thousand five hundred and fifty-four 
years, to all of whom the benefits of this system of in- | dollars; and real estate, («n item always remaining to 
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the credit of the county for at least its cost,) with | 
eleven thousand two hundred and twenty-eight dollars | 
and forty-five cents. ; a 

Seventeen years have now elaped since tl.e existing 
school laws of this district were enacted, and exch 
revolving season furnishes new proofs of the wisdom 
manifested in their arrangement, and the practical and 
expansive usefulness of the system they have originated. 
Administered by the unbought services of respectable | 
and benevolent citizens, whose efficient supervision 
and kind solicitude secure to the pupils every practical 
advantage. The public schools of the city and county 
of Philadelphia present all the facilities which the most 
ardent friends of general education could desire. Few, 
if any, of the branches of public service, it is thought, 
can boast more successful prosecution or more undevia- | 
ting attention than this has received for a long series of | 
years, from the disinterested efforts of philanthropic | 
individuals, whose time and labor have been cheerfully | 
bestowed upon this great work, almost without the 
notice of the community at large. 

The controllers would again most respectfully bring | 
this noble undertaking before their fellow citizens, and | 
cordially invite to it, not only their general observance 
of its daily operations, but their most energetic support 
and countenance ofan establishment destined to diffuse 
the light of knowledge and the blessings of Christian 
education to thousands and tens of thousands of the 
rising generation. | 

On behalf of the Controllers, 
THOMAS DUNLAP, President. 


Attest. 
Wm. Pernsot, Secretary, 


Chamber of the Controllers, 
February 27th, 1835. 


To the Honorable the Judges of the Court of Common 
Pleas 


The Auditors of the County of Philadelphia respect- 
fully report, 

That they have carefully examined the accounts and 
compared them with the Vouchers produced in sup- 
port thereof, of the Controllers of Public Schools—and 


submit the following statement, as the result of said in- 
vestigation :— 


STATEMENT (NO. 1.) 
School Fund General Statement. 


Receipts for 1834, 


To balance in the hands of the 

County Treasurer, January Ist, 

1834, 1,955 31 
Amount received by the Trea- 

surer for Auditing School Fund 


for 1834, 

For 20 per ct. on 1,013 85 for 1832 202 77 
s¢ 30 ‘© §6©94,784 for 1833 28,435 20 
ss 25 s¢ ~—« 95,330 72 for 1834 23,847 68 





— 52,485 65 








$54,440 96 
Amount of Orders drawn on the 
Treasurer for Account Schools. 
In the year 1834 as per Statement 
No. 2.) 43,475 01 
Amount for Account School Fur- 
niture (No. 2.) 1,078 99 


Amount for Real Estate (No. 2.) 11,228 45 





55,782 45 





Balance in the hands of the Trea- 
surer on the Ist of January, 
1835, $7,256 55. 


Ce ee 
4 
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STATEMENT (NO. 2.) 
Detai's of Expenditures for Account Public Schools. 


Real School School 
Estate. Furniture. Expenses. Total. 
For amount Mo- 


del School. 3,34231 9335 2,18055 5,618 21 
For lsection. 4,165 46 54878 9,74595 14,458 19 
“3 410 83 10815 3,317 16 3,856 14 
"ae 1680 2,905 58 2,921 88 
.o4 6 4,100 53 4,100 58 
sf «6 1.57655 1,576 55 
oe 3,169 S8 3,169 38 
oT @ 2,540 84 2,540 84 
> 522 69 522 69 
> 9 2,929 18 25958 3,58801 6,55677 


ee 10 “ce 

For General Ex- 
penses, books, 
paper and sta- 
tionary, print- 
ing, advertis- 
ing, Maps, pre- 
mium, for In- 
fant Schools, 
Coal, County 
auditors, inter- 
ests and other 
Incidental Ex- 
penses, 


382 67 7083 5,49261 5,946 11 


4,535 11 4,535 11 





—_— eo 





11,228 45 1,078 99 45,475 01 55,782 45 
STATEMENT (NO. 5S.) 


List of Outstanding Warrants at date not presented for 
payment, being on account of Loans. 





(Warrant) No. 175 8,500 
177 4,500 
179 8 000 
190 5 ,000—$26,000. 


JOS. MOORE, County of 
WM. VOGDES, Philadelphia, 


JESSE Y. CASTOR, : Auditors of the 
March 6th, 1835, 


IMPROVEMENT. 


Huntincpon, Feb. 21, 1825. 
Mr. Chandler,—In locking over the United States 
Gazette of the 18th inst. 1 observed a communication 
headed ‘* Western Enterprise,” in which the writer, 
over the signature of * Vigilant,” states, (deriving his 


information from the Pittsburg Statesman, ) ** that some 
_ enterprising gentlemen of Pittsburg, are about startin 
a new daily line of elegant Canal Packets and Rail Road 


Cars, to run from this city to Pittsburg in three days 


,and ahalf.” It is true, that such a line of Packets and 


Rail road Cars as ‘* Vigilant” speaks of, will be started 
with the opening of the navigation, to run between the 
eastern and western emporiums of this state in the time 
stated; but it is a mistake that this line has been estab- 
lished by the ‘* enterprising gentlemen of Pittsbarg.”’ 


‘Itis a singular fact, notwithstanding the paramount 


interest the cities of Philadelphia and Pittsburg have, 
in the establishment of such a medium of communica- 
tion, as the one noticed by ‘ Vigilant,” not one dollar 
of the stock, (so far as the writer of this article knows) 
is owned by any person resident in either of the before 
named cities. This fact is not mentioned in a spirit of 
censure, for I believe no opportunity was afforded to 
the citizens of those public spirited places, to take part 


| in this enterprise; but it is stated with a view to correct 


the error into which * Vigilant” has fallen. The stock- 
holders are residents of Harrisburg, Lewistown, Hun- 
lingdon, Springfield, Furnace, and Hollidaysburg.-— 
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But it is believed the ‘‘gentlemen of Pittsburg” and 
Philadelphia will make up for the want of a primary 
interest in this Undertaking, of great moment to them, 
by patronizing the * Line,” and exerting all proper 
influence to sustain it.” It is called ‘*the Pioneer 
Line,” and the Company which owns it, is known by 
the name of ‘‘the Columbia and Pittsburg Packet 
Boat Company.” The proprietors have spared no ex- 
pense to establish a line which will do credit to the 
state, and convey passengers from the east to the west, 
and * e converso,” with more comfort to the traveller, 
than can be afforded by any other means of conveyance, 
and with as much speed. The boats are filted up ina 
style equal to any of the New York boats, and each will 
be drawn by three first rate horses. The boarding and 
accommodations will be the best the country can 
afford. The Rail ways from Philadelphia to Columbia 
and Hollidaysburg, (across the Allegheny mountain) to 
Johnstown, will respectively be passed over by day- 
light; affording to the eye of the traveller a view of as 
fine acountry between Philadelphia and Columbia, as 
ever the sun shone upon, and of as romantic and pic- 
turesque scenery, passing over the Allegheny Moun- 
tain, as the greatest admirer of nature’s sublimity cou!d 
desire. A view alone of the great ‘* Horse Shoe Bend” 
of the Conemaugh river, and of the “ Great Viaduct” 
crossing it, is worth the ride from Philadelphia to that 
point. The Viaduct stretches across the river with but 
one span, constructed of cut stone, eighty feet in 
height. Before approaching it from the east, you pass 
along the margin of the river for a considerable dis- 
tance, when the stream strikes an angle of a rocky, 
bluff peninsula, and passing off to the left, leaving the 
base of the craggy cliff, apparently bids you a final 
adieu; but here the rail road cuts through the isthmus, 
and following its track about twenty perches, your 
astonished eyes behuld the river again right in front, 
eighty feet below the point of observation, and imme- 
diately you find yourself on the viaduct, which unites 
two mountains, on opposite sides of the river, (by a 
work of art, as durable as the mountains themselves, 
and not surpassed in beauty by any thing of the kind, ) 
the stream flowing so far below you, that for a moment 
you feel as if Alladin’s Lamp had been performing its 
offices in your presence. 

The river traverses about three and a_ half miles of 
distance from the time it leaves you on the one side of 
the neck of land, until it meets you again almost instant- 
ly on the other. By tunnelling the isthmus, ata point 
a little below the viaduct immense water power could 
be obtained. The tunnel would only be about twenty 
perches long. Following the rail road, about four miles 
further west, you pass through a tunnel 900 feet in 
length. In short, the proprietors of the ‘ Pioneer 
Line” may with safety promise, that every variety of 
landsvape, from the smiling field of the valley to the 
frowning steep of the mountain—and the proudest 
monuments of art which the world can boast, shall 
gratify the taste o' those who may sojourn for ‘* three 
days and a half” in their Packets and Cars from Phila- 
delphia to Pittsburg. 





|as possible, a knowledge of the facilities it affords.— 


These Packets will carry no freight, so that travellers 
will not be incommoded for want of space for ** lecomo- 
tion,” nor will they have their patience tired by slow- 
ness Of progression. The motto of the Company is 
** Go ahead ”’ 


JUSTITIA. 


From the U. S. Gazette. 
SALES OF REAL ESTATE, 
March 26 and 27, 1835. 
(By C. J. Wolbert.) 


The brick house, bake house, and lot No. 
373 south Front st. 19 feet by 9, subject 
to $57 ground rent, : $1,125 00 

The frame house and lot No. 36 Plumb st. 

19 feet 7 inches by 90. 875 00 

The frame house and lot, N. W. corner of 
Piumb and George sts, 19 feet 8 inches 
by 45 clear, 900 90 

The frame houses and lot Nos, 82 and 84 
George st. 45 feet on George st. by 19 
feet 8 inches, clear 

The lot and buildings on the north side 
of Market st. wharf, 29 feet 7 inches by 
157, 60,000 00 

The Mansion House and 1} acres of groud 
of Benj. Sharpe, Esq. dec’d. at German- 
town, 3,600 00 

The Mansion House, other buildings and 3 
acres of ground at Burlington, N. J. 

The triangular lot on Eleventh st. between 
Spring Garden and Green sts. 208 fee! 74 
inches on Eleventh st. by 82 feet 54 
inches on its south line. 

The messuage and lot N. E. corner of Se- 
cond and Coates st. 18 feet on Second st. 
by 72 feet 6 inches on Coates st. 28 feet 
on the east line by 73 feet S inches on the 
north line, 

The brick messuage, back buildings and 
lot, N. E. corner of Chestnut and Schuy!- 
kill Seventh st. 18 feet on Chestnut st. 
by 108, subject to $126 ground rent, 

The frame house and lot, No. 10 Budd st. 
20 feet by 55 subject to a ground rent 
of $10. - 625 00 

The frame house and lot No, 18 Budd st, 22 


by 100. 1,100 00 


1,000 00 


8,750 00 


5,900 00 


7,450 00 


4,000 00 


| The brick house, frame house and lot, No. 


20 Budd st. 22 feet by 100. 1,275 00 


DISTRICT COURT OF PHILADELPHIA. 


| An Act to establish the District Court, for the City 


and County of Philade!phia, 


Philadelphia is greatly interested in the success of | Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 


the enterprising eflorts of the gentlemen of Dauphin, | 


Mifflin and Huntingdon counties, who have afforded so 
desirable a means of conveyance from the east to the 
west. The hope is cherished by these gentlemen, that 
a considerable portion of the travelling which hereto- 
fore has passed from the Eastern States up through the 
State of New York, and through the Lakes to the west- 








Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 


in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the same, That from and after the 50th 


| day of March, 1835, there shall be a court of record 


established in and fur the city and county of Philadel- 
phia, by the name and style of ‘‘ The District Court of 
the city and county of Philadelphia,” which shall con- 


ern country, may be diverted through Philadelphia, | sist of three judges learned in the law, une of whom 
and by the Pennsylvania Rail Roads and Canals to | shall be president, who shall have and exercise the 
Pittsburg. The distance to a large portion of the | same authority, power and jurisdiction, and be subject 
western country willbe much shorter, and the mode of | to the same duties and governed by the same provi- 
conveyance will now be equally as comfortable as any | sions, as are enacted by the act, entitled, ‘fan act to 
through the territory of our rival sister. It is hoped, | provide for the erection of an additional court within 
therefore, that Philadelphians will see their interest in the city and county of Philadelphia, passed the 30th 
patronizing the Pioneer Line, and circulating as widely | day of March, 1811, and the supplement to the said 
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act, passed the 3d day of March, 1812, and so much of 
the said two las| mentioned acts, as are not inconsistent 
with this act, are hereby revived and continued in 
force, from and after the said SOth day of March, 1835; 
Provded, That the first Monday in each and every 
month, shall be a day for the return of writs of sum- 
mons, (except summuns in partition, ) of writs of capias 
ad respondendnum, scire facias, ot replevin, of attach- 
ment of vessels under the act of 17th March, 1784, 
writs of inquiry of damages,and executions issued from 
said court, and such writs shall be directed to be re- 
turned to either of the said monthly return days, which 
may happen before the next term, or to the first return 
day of the next term at the opt on of the party taking 
out the same, and in all suits instituted in said court, 
where returns are directed to be made to a monthly 
return day, the party may, after such returns of writs of 
summons, and capias, scire fucias, replevin, attachment, 
and inquiry, file declarations and other pleadings, put 
causes to issue and have them tried, and do all other 
matters and things in the prosecution of suits that might 
be done if the said writs were returned on the first re- 
turn day of any term of said court; And provided also, 
That it shall be the duty of the said court, to make 
such rules and regulations respecting proceedings 
against bail as will prevent bail from being fixed in any 
case sooner than if the above proviso,relative to return 
days, had not been enacted; And provided also, That 
the stay of execution allowed by the 7th section of the 
act, entitled, ‘*an act to regulate arbitrations and pro- 
ceedings in courts of justice,” pasged the 21st day of 
March, 1806, shall count from the return day to which 
the original process issued, was returnable. 

Sect. 2. Inall actions instituted in the said court, on 
bills, notes, bonds, or other instruments of writing, for 
the payment of money, and for the recovery of book 
debts, in all actions of scire facias on judgments, and 
on liens of mechanics and material men, under the act 
of 17th March, 1806, and the various supplements 
thereto, it shall be lawful for the plaintiff, on or at any 
time after the third Saturday succeeding the several 
return days hereinbefure designated, on motion to enter 
a judgment by default, notwithstanding «n appearance 
by attorney, unless the defendant shall previously have 
filed an affidavit of defence, stating therein the nature 
and character of the same; Provided, that in all such 
cases, no judgment shall be entered by virtue of this 
section, unless the said plaintiff shall, within two weeks 
after the return of the original process, file in the of- 
fice of the prothonotary of the court hereby erected, a 
copy of the instrument of writing, book entries, re- 
cord, or claim on which the action has been brought. 

Sect. 5. So much of the act of 20th March,1810, en- 
tled an act regulating arbitrations, as provides for the 
compulsory reference of civil suits or actions and regu- 
lates the procecding thereon, be repeale, so far as re- 
lates to the court hereby created, and actions to be 
brought therein, provided that nothing herein contain- 
ed shall be construed to affect the application of the 
suid act to the other courts of this commonwealth. 

Sect. 4. From and after the 30th day of March, 1835, 
all actions, matters avd things depending in the pre- 
sent District court for the city and county of Philadel- 
phia, and all process issued from and returnable there- 
to, shall be transferred to and proceeded in by the 
court established by this act, and shall have the saine 
effect in law as if there had been no limitation to the 
present court, and the governor shall, on or before the 
30th day of March, 1835,appoint and commission three 
persons learned in the law, to be judges of the court 
establ shed by this act, and it shall be the duty of the said 
judges to meet on the 30th day of March, 1835, or as 
soon thereafter as possible.and proceed in the business of 
the court, and the judges of the present District court 
for the city and county of Philadelphia, are hereby cn- 
joined and required to order the arrangement of busi- 
ness for the March term, and direct venires to issue for 


DISTRICT COURT OF PHILADELPHIA. 
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summoning the requisite number of pannels of jurors to 
attend at said term of the court established by this act, 
agreeably to the provisions of the 2d section of the act 
entitled ‘fa supplement to an act to provide for the 
erection of an additional court within the city and 
ay of Philadelphia,” passed the 3d day of March, 
1812, 

Sect. 5. Any one of the judges of the court hereby 
established shall have power to try all civil pleas and 
actions, real, personal and mixed, and to grant mo- 
tions;—and for these purposes shall have and exercise 
the same powers, authority and jurisdiction, as are 
hereby vested in the said court,and it shall be the duty 
of at least two of the said judges to sit separately at the 
same time, for the trial of causes, and the prothonota- 
ry of the said court shall appoint competent clerks to 
attend at said trials, when not present in person, and 
whenever it shall so happen that all of the said judges 
are not sitting at the same time, either separately or to- 
gether, questions of bail and other matters requiring 
early attention, (to the decision of which a single judge 
is by the foregoing provisions or ordinary practice com- 
petent) shall not be permitted to interfere with jury 
trials, but shall be heard and disposed of by such one 
or more of the said judges as may not be then sitting 
for the trial of causes as aforesaid, that it shall be lawful 
for any one of the said judges when he thinks expedient, 
to reserve questions of law which may arise on the trial 
of a cause for the consideration and judgment of all 
the judges of said court sitting together. Provided, 
That either party shall have the right to a bill of excep- 
tions to the opinion of the court, as if the point had 
been ruled and decided on the trial of the cause. 

Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the said court, to 
cause writs of venire facias to issue for summoning the 
requisite number of jurors, to be drawn in the manner 
| now prescribed by law, to attend before each of the 

said judges, for trial of said causes, and each of the said 
| judges shall have power to fine the said jurors for non- 
attendance,and while sitting for the trial of causes,shall 
have the same power and authority that is now possess- 
ed by the District court for the city and county of Phil- 
adelphia, and the seal heretofore used by the District 
court for the city and county of Philadelphia, shall be 
the seal of the court established by this act. 

Sect. 7. There shall be a prothonotary appointed by 
the governor, for the said court, who shall perform all 
the duties of a prothorotary, and shall be entitled to 
receive like fees as other prothonotaries are entitled 
by law to receive for similar services, and be subject to 
the alike account to the commonwealth, and give the 
like security as the prothonotary of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas of the county of Philadelphia, is required 
by law to give for the due performance of the duties of 
his office, and it shall an:l may be lawful for the pro- 
thonotary, under the sanction of the court, to appoint 
one or more discreet persons as commissioners of bail, 
who are hereby empowered to take and receive recog- 
nizances of bail in any suit or action in the said court, 
anid to administer oaths and affirmations, in case of the 
absence or sickness of the prothonotary, in the same 
manner as if the prothonotary was present. 
| Sect. 8. The motion for new trials, and in arrest of 

judgment and questions on reserved points which may 
| be m.de and sustained before any one of the judges of 
the said District court, shall be reserved by the said 
judges, and heard and decided by the three judges of 
the said court or any two of them sitting together for 
that purpose. 

Sect. 9. Each of the judges of the court hereby esta- 
blished shall have power to take and receive the ac- 
knowledgment of proof of all deeds, conveyances, mort- 
gages, or other instruments of writing, touching or con 
cerning any lands, tenements, or heriditaments, situate, 
lying and being in any part of this state, and also pow- 
er to take and receive the separate examination of any 
feme covert, touching or concerning her right of dow- 
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‘ i , l observations, your committee are in- 
veyance of her estates, as fully to all in- | ful astronomica , 

eae bes acunaine whatsoever, as any president of any | duced to the conclusion, that an Observatory would be 
Court of Common Pleas within this commonwealth may | rendered more valuable, by uniting with the Society, 
ee do | in the appropriation of their Funds, with those of the 
oa bit een nll tee conte of Phil: | city, to this object. —The committee would recommend 
a = eee and suitable spleumiads that the location in Washington Square, would be ap- 

My sna ‘ . 4 . 2 i 
ade Sich aon ae and business ia the said Distriet | propriately changed to Rittenhouse — as being 
pala 9° 8 had and dusted as provided by this | @tther removed from the bustle and noise of the cen- 
SEEDS SS Cee ee y | tre of the city; and possessing the attractive connection 
* ee ae ee ee | between the mame of that Square, and of the Amer. 

7 Eee eee ae | icun Astronomer. 
act entitled *‘ An act to establish the District court for 


. : It could not be expected that any appropriation the 
- a ee ae site des of toch oo. ea jcity would probably sanction, even united with the 
mg gt cap aii funds of the Society, is to compete with the principal 


‘ : . | European Observatories; but, we have in this country, 
Sect. 12, The judges of the court established by this | , long arrear to bring up before we can reach the time, 


act shall receive a yearly compensation of $2000, to | in which such institutions are ranged—an_ establish- 
commence from the 30th of March, 1835,payable quar- ment admitting of extension, would doubtless be ex- 


terly, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise | tended in years to come, by donations and legacies; it 
appropriated. 


would excite the pride of our citizens to add to 
Sect. 13. This act shall continue in force for the | its facilities; it would stimulate our sister cities to exer- 
term of 10 years from the 30th day of March, 1835, | tion, and perhaps the General Government; it would 
and no longer. | 


serve to countenance and promote a useful and improv- 

Sect.14. All process issued on or before the 30th | ing branch of science; and to raise higher, the already 

day of March, 1835, from the present District Court, | acquired gee ve as the one “e science 

for the city and county of Philadelphia, and made re- | —5 far as the mechan'e arts are concerned, it would 

turnable after the 30th day of March, 1835, shall have | establish new branches among us, and thus furnish new 

the same effect in law, as if there had been no limita- | outlets for skill, and a new influx for money. ; 

tion to the present court. | Your Committee therefore request leave to submit 

on ithe draft of ‘‘An Ordinance providing for Public 

| Clocks, and a City Observatory;” and to offer the 

Appointments by the Governor. | following | 

: . | Resolution, That the committee on Public Clocks 

P ‘ ’ ts: z s , 

ae “Pdword poke praesent os oe oF &c.—have permission to withdraw the draft of ‘a fur- 

Common Pleas, to be ’President Judge of the District | ther —— pe ee ee ee te 
Court; Thomas M. Petit, Esq. is re-appointed as one of | “keepers. 


. ’ air 
the Judges, and George M. Stroud, Esq. is appointed | a Avnet Dh per 
; ns DENNIS McCREDY, 
as the third Judge of the District Court. ISAAC ROACH 
There is consequently a vacancy on the bench of | HENRY J WILLIAMS 
the Court of Common Pleas.— JU. S. Gaz, ms . AAMS, 


| PETER WRIGHT, 
alae | JOHN RODMAN PAUL. 
| 
COUNCIL DOCUMENTS. 


An Ordinance providing for public Clocks and a City 
The following report, from the Special Committee | 


Pablic Clock de at the last meeting of ee 
onan ee ee ee | Sec. 1. Be it ordained and enacted by the Citizens of 
| Philadelphia in Selectand Common Council assembled, 
To the Select and Common Couneits. 


| That the ‘committee on publ.c squares,” in conjunc- 

. : . ° \ ti i ittee of the ‘* American Philosophical 
The Joint Special Committee on Public Clocks, &c., | tion with a comm: o 

request leave to submit a Second Report,— | Society for the promotion of useful knowledge,” be 


/and they are hereby authorized to erect on Rittenhouse 
Which has been caused by a reference to this Com- | 


j ogous ‘a City Observatory,” and to procure the 
mittee, at the last meeting, of a communication from | clock, transit and other instruments, so that the said 
the ‘* American Philosophical Society for the promo- | Observatory may be fully complete in obtaining a stand- 
tion of useful Knowledge,”’ accompanied by a recom- | ard city time, and astronomical observations. Provided, 
mendation from five of the Watch makers, who com- | that only one half the expenses attending the same 
pose the “ observatory committee,” that the subject of | shall be paid frova the City Treasury, and that the 
‘fa City Observatory,” should be placed under the care | remaining moiety be paid by the said society. 

of said Society, as the best means of attaining this| Sec. 2. And be it further ordained by the authority 
important promotive of Science—VThese communica- | aforesaid, That the ** American Philosophical Society 
tions have placed the subjects referred to your commit- | for the promotion of useful knowledge,” is hereby au- 
tee, ina new light. It appears, that in the winter of | thorized to appoint, subject to the approval of Coun- 
1832—33, the Society had under consideration the cils, ‘fa City Astronomer,” whose duty it shall be to 
project of an Astronomical Observatory, but unwilling have charge of the City Observatory; and who shall, 
to interfere with the action had by Councils, upon the at least three times a week, when practicable, make 
plan of the Watch makers, it was laid aside. Finding | such observations a3 will enable him to determine the 
that nothing was done, towards the completion of the | true time, and transfer the same correctly to an astrono- 
plan referred to the ‘* Observatory Committee,” the | mical clock, to be provided and located by the Ameri- 
subject was again resumed, and whilst under consider- | can Philosophical Society, in a central situation, as near 
ation, the first report of the present committee was as convenient to the City Hall, so that watch makers 
made to Councils; and with a view to render the Ob- may be enablec to regulate their time keepers; 
servatory more adapted to the object of regulating and his salary shall be $200 per annum, payable 
Public Clocks, in which every citizen has a direct in- quarterly. 

terest, as well as the nicer operations required for rat- Sec. 3. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
ing Chronometers, so important to our Merchants and the authority aforesaid, That Philip Garret, Isaiah 
Navigators, which must be attained by the aid of care- Lukens, Ellis Clark, Thomas Voight, H. C. Riggs, and 
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David We:therly, watch makers of the City of Phila- 
delphia, be and they are hereby appointed a ** commit- 
tee on public clocks,” and are empowered to take the 
direction of all clocks that Councils shall declare 
public; and they are hereby authorized subject to the 
approval of Councils, to appoint a suitable person 
to take c'iarge of and regulate al! ‘*the public 
clocks,’ and whose salary shall be $200 per annum, 
payable quarterly, 

Sec. 4. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That the ‘*Committee on mar- 
kets,” is hereby authorized to make suitable accommo- 
dations for a pudlic clock and bell, at the east end of the 
market house in High street west of Broad street; and 
that ‘‘ the Committee on public clocks,” is authorized 
to procure, under the direction of said “ Committee on 
mirkets,” the said clock and bell; and also a new cl ck, 
to be located in p!ace of the old one, now at Second and 
High stree's. 

Sec. 5. And be it further ordained an enicted by 
the authority aforesaid, That the clocks in the fotlow- 
ing locations shall be hereafter “ Public Clocks,”’ viz: 

At the State Hou e. 

At the Market House, Pine and Second streets. 

At St. Augustine Church, whenever the same is 
vested in the City Corporation, with an agreement that 
no rent shall be charged for the use of the cupola, and 
the access thercto. 

At the Market House, High and Second street. 

And the one to be placed at the Market House in 
High street west of Broad street. 

Sec. 6. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That the Mayor is hereby au- 
thorized to draw on the City Treasury for the expens- 
es that shall be incurred under the provisions of this 
ordinance; and that the ordinance enacted September 


19, 1833, entitled ** An ordinance providing for the | 


* regulation of time keepers,’” be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PHILADEL- 
PHIA LYING IN CHARITY, 


Having in our former annual reports, fully stated the | 


object of this association, and its importance in the list 
of Charitable institutions, as well as its title to the be- 
neficence of a liberal and enlighted community, we do 
not purpose to remark much further at present upon 
these points. 

‘The District Phy-icians have faithfully attended to 
their duties, inall cases brought to their notice by order 
of the managers,—and many poor industrious females 
have experienced their kind attention, at atime when 
their domestic concerns would otherwise have been 
sadly interrupted by an absence from home, or their 


feelings of independence in a great measure destroyed | 


by a recurrence to that relief which public bounty pro- 


vides, but from which the delicase female heretofore | 


accustomed to comforts of her own, revolts at the idea 
of receiving. 
It is not our business, or in the least degree our in 


tention to attribute to any particular cause the difficul- | 


ties which have more or less affected the community, 
during the past year, the effects of which in many in- 
stances fell heavily upon the laboring classes: the relief 
extended to some of these by the ‘* Lying in Charity,” 
has been well timed and efficient. 

By information obtained from our District Physicians, 
it appears that they have attend-d on 69 cases during 
the past year, 

By astatementof Edward Needles, the Treasurer, 
dated on the Ist inst. it appears, that there have been 
received since our last annual report, in the eleventh 
month, 1833, the sum of $29 23— making together 
with the balance of $69 29, then in the Treasury, an 
aggregate of $98 52, available funds for the current 
expenses of the [nstitution. There has beenexpended, 
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for serving notices to Physicians and Managers, and for 
commissions on collections, $16 12; Printing Constitu- 
tion and Annual reports, and for their distribution $38; 
for Medicines, Bleeding and Leeching, $15 63, and 
for Nursing $40—making altogether $109 75, by 
which it appears that a balance of $11 23 was due the 
Treasurer. 
The subject of the funds, being of vital importance 
| to the prosperity, even to the further progress of this 
Institution, as exhibited by the statement of the Trea- 
'surer, naturally suggests the necessity of greater exer- 
| tions on the part of the managers, contributors, and 
| friends of this charity, to extend the list of annual sub- 
_scribers, which appears to be the readiest method we 
can now avail ourselves of, to replenish the exhausted 
Treasury. A fund is always required to defray the ex- 
penses of medicines, nursing, &c. But it is believed 
| that were this Association in circumstances adequate to 
| the erection of a Lying-in Hospital, as contemplated in 
| the revised Constitution, its usefulness might be great- 
ly-extended, and its rank among the best charitable 
institutions of the present times be soon fully esta- 
| blished. 
The foregoing Report brought in by a Committee, 
| was adopted and ordered to be printed. 
ROBERTS VAUX, 
Vice President. 


Attest— 
H. Watroy, M. D. Secretary. 


—_— 


DEFENCE OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Ata meeting of the Military Council of the Pirst 
) Brigade First Division, P. M. held ai the Military 
| Hall, on Thursday, March Sth, 1835, the following 
| resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
Whereas, It appears that the Congress of the United 
| States has adjourned, sine die, without having made 
any provision for the cefence of the river Delaware, 
| and particularly, that the apprepriation for the repair 
,and armament of Fort Mifflin, has not becomea law, 
by which neglect, the city of Philadelphia is left expos- 
ed to insult and invasion. Therefore 
Resolved, By the Military Council of the Ist Brigade 
Ist Div sion, P. M. in full Council assembled, That the 
Brigadier General commanding this Brigade, be and 
he is hereby requested, to address forthwith, his Excel- 
lency, the Governor of this Commonwealth, upon the 
exposed situation of the city of Philadelphia, in case of 
war between France and the United States,—and that 
he would suggest to his Excellency the propriety of his 
strongly recommending to the Legislature the necessity 
of its making an immediate and sufficient appropria- 
tion for the complete repair and armament of Fort 
Mifflin. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested by the 
Brigadier General to recommend to the Legislature, 
that all fines hereafter tu be collected in the Ist Divi- 
sion, P. M. for non-performance of militia duty, shall be 
expended in equipping the several volunteer regiments 
in the said Division. 
| Resolved, That these proceeding be published in the 

daily papers of the city, 


A. M- PREVOST, 
Brigadier Gen. and Pres’t, of the Council, 


James Pace, 
Cot. J. S. River 
A. J. Pleasonton, 

| Geo. Cadwalader, 


¢ Vice Pres’ts. 


Secretaries. 
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